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Eenneth 8. Fleck
Geolonist

Beaver Crent (oal Company
Price, Utah 84501

Dear ¥, Fleck: ; . '
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. Beaver Urseks's awendmsat 1o t&e 1987 Trail Hountain Exﬁenﬁea ?hﬁ on
Federal coal lease U-48332 to drill exploratics hole W is approved,
Tais approval is based on the enclosed Forest Service's smended Envirossiental
Assessment and Decision Hotice of Mo Mgntficarst Ispact. The approval is
. centingeat on Tollowing the Forest Service's surface stipulations and the :
 BLE's drilliag stipularions issued in the 1987 drilling approvai to Breh of
Utah waich you aow costrol, Opex additional stipulation is requived in the
Forest Seryice document,  Please take note, The processing of the sxploration
Tcense Y-84213 (s pmcaeémg snd&r & taunta mvlmm! mviw by the | -
Forest Service, ;

If you nave auy mstt»ns, ﬁew& contact Stemn Fﬂt or ﬁeﬂ Sims af ay

staif.
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Deprartment of Forest, Manti-LaSal 593 West Price River Dr.
Agriculture Service National Forest Prize, Utah 84501

Reply to: 2829
Daze: July, 6, 1323
11-04-10-0000

Mr. Gene Nodine

BLM - Moab District
P.0. Box 970

Moab, Utah 84532

Dear Mr. Nodine:

Enclosasd is a copy of the Manti-LaSal National Forest Finding of No Significant
Impzact/Decision Notice (FONSI/DN) wiich covers Beaver Crecz Coal Cczpany's
propcsal to add Coal Exploration Hoie TM-DH-4 to theip 19€Z coal explioratica
progzraa (Armendzent 1).

The FCONSI/DN references the Manti-LzSal Naticnal Forest Environmen:tzi Assess—snt
fcr arzh of Utzn Inz. Trail Mountain Mine 1987 Coal Drilli-nz Projecz, July >3,
1927. This E3 covered holes TM-DH-1, TM-DH-2 and TM-DH-3 approved in 1987 znd

sent to your office on July 13, 1987, with a FONSI/DN, as Fores: Servics
consant for aggroval of the three-hoie drilling project.

As discussed in the enclosed FONSI/DN, the referenced EA adsquately covers the
addition of the supplemental hole to the already approved coal drilling
project. Forest Service consent to the addition of hole TM-DH-4 is subjec: to
mitigations 1-38 discussed in the EA and one additional stipulaticn as discussed
in the FONSI/DN.

Since Arch of Utah, Inc. did not drill the 3 holes in 1987 and Beaver Creek Coal
Co. intends to drill them in 1988, the required Forest Service Road-Use and
Special-Use Permits have been transferred to Beaver Creek Coal Co.

If you have any questions, please contact the Forest Supervisor's Office in
Price, Utah, or the Ferron Ranger District Office in Ferron, Utah.

Sincerely,

for
GEORGE A. MORRIS
Forest Supervisor
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Based on the analysis, authorizing actions, and evaluation described in the
Environmental Assessment, it is my decision to select Alternative 2. This
alternative would allow the drilling of one additional coal exploration well
with Forest Service mitigations 1-38 discussed in the 1987 EA and one
additional mitigation. The selected alternative permits the constructicn of
access roads and drill locations, and the drilling of the already approved
(1987) and additional holes. This is consistent with the Multiple Use
Sustained Yield Act. It will be necessary to add one additional stipulation
for this new hole. Access to this hole may damage some watershed improvement
structures. The additional stipulation is:

Any damaged watershed treatment structures must be reconstructed and seeded
with seed mix listed in stipulation #22.

t was determined that this is not a major Federal action that would
ignificantly affect the quality of the human environment; thers ore, an
snvironzental Impact Statement is not nesded. This determinatica was maies
czsed on the following: (a) there were no significant irrevers:zie or
irretrievable ccommitments of resources: (b) there are no appars=t adverszsa
czzulative or secondary effects; (c¢) no xnown threatensd or endazngered soecies
wi_1l be izpacted; (d) floodplains will not te negatively affectzd; {e: <here
are no alluvial valley floors, prime or unique rangeland, timberland, fa-aiand,
=nown culzural or paleontological values, or wilderness that wi’ll be diszurbed
tr this project; and (f) all identified issues and concerns have been
effectively mitigated.

Hin k4

This decision is subject to appeal under Secretary of Agriculture Regulation 36
C*R 211.18. A written notice of appeal must be filed with this office within
45 days from the date of this decision.

Crerations may begin when the operator has received approval frca the BLY to
cozmence drilling activities. The BLM and Forest Service will conitor drilling
activities for compliance, although the BLM has the lead. The Forest Service
has exclusive authority for enforcement of the associated road-use and

%/%%J Date | _7/{/5’3

GEORGE MORRIS 4.~
Forest Supervisor
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. DECISION NOTICE .
AND

. FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

BEAVER CREEK COAL COMPANY
TRAIL MOUNTAIN MINE
1988 COAL DRILLING PROJECT
AMENDMENT 1

On July 22, 1987, Arch of Utah received approval from BLY to drill three coal
holes (TM-DH-1, TM-DH-2 and TM-DH-3) on Coal Lease U-49232 whick is located on
Trail Mountain. The holes were not drilled in 1987 and the Trail Mountain Mine
changed ownership late in 1987 to Beaver Creek Coal Company. Esaver Creek Coal
Cozpany plans to drill those three holes in 1988 and have reques:ted approval to
drill an additional hole (TM-DH-4) on the lease. This additional hole is
lccated in Section 35, T17S, R6E. (See Attached Map).

Leasing and development activities are conducted under the authcrity of the
fzillowing authorizing actions: The Mineral Leasing Act ci Februzry 25, 1920 as
&zended; the Federal Land Policy Management Act (FLPMA) cf 197€; the Surface
¥ining Control and Recla-mation Act (SMCRA} of 1977: the Multiple Minerals
Zevelopzent Act of August 13, 1954; the Nartional Envircnzsntal Ccerations Act
August 4, 1977; the National Environrental Pciicy Acz (NEPA <f 196%5: the
Z2ral Ccal Lessing Amernd=ents Acz of 1976, as azended: the Ac:z of Octcter 30,
1373 tha: further azended the Mineral Leasing Act of 19zC; 43 CZ= 3400, 43 CFR
2220, 30 CFR 700: and the Manti-LaSal National Forest Land and Ezsource
Management Plan, November 5, 1986.
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This proposal is to provide the proponent geologic inforzation znd coal quality
data to maximize recovery of the coal resource found on Federal coal lease
U-49332. In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Azt, a scoping
prccess has been completed and an Interdisciplinary Team has reviewed the
prcposal and made and analysis which is summarized in the Envircomental
Assessment (EA) which was prepared in 1987 for the three holes. This EA is
referenced as the Envircnmental Assessment for Arch of Utah, Inc. Trail
Mcuntain Mine 1987 Coal Drilling Project, USDA Forest Service, Manti-LaSal
Nacional Forest, completed on July 13, 1987. Page 2, of the EA, discusses the
Issues, Concerns and Opportunities that were considered in makirg this
decigion. No additional Issues, Concerns or Opportunities were identified for
the additional hole with the exception that the access road will cross contour
furrows constructed for watershed treatment. The furrows must b= repaired when
th2 road and pad are reclaimed. Copies of the EA can be found a: the Forest
Supervisor's Office in Price, Utah, and at the Ferron Ranger Dis:rict Office in
Ferron, Utah.

Alternatives considered, as discussed on page 2-6 of the EA are: (1) Do Not
Consent to the Drilling Program (No Action) and (2) Proposed Action with Forest
Service Mitigations



